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By Nita Whitaker 
 
 Daddy had been known as Green 
for fifty-one years, named after 
his paternal grandfather who had 
died before he was born. He re-
membered sitting on his maternal 
grandmother’s knee as a small 
child, looking up at her brown 
sun-worn skin when she rubbed 
his head and said to him, “I’m 
not gon’ be ’round to see you 
grow up, but I’mma leave you 
my charm.” My dad took that 
name and the charm that grew 
even more as he became a man. 
Dad knew who he was and was 
proud of the legacy of his name. 
“When someone give you they 
name, it means somethin’,” he 
said. 
 
  He has attended numerous fu-
nerals, including those of all his 
siblings, his parents, some cous-
ins and dear friends, nieces and 
nephews, and his wife. He cer-
tainly has known some 
sadness in his time. But this now 
ninety-five-year old dignified 
black man, raised out of the rural 
red dirt of north Louisiana and 
born with a servant of the Lord’s 
heart, always leaned on his faith 
and understood it was ordained 
for us to return to our Heavenly 
Father. I am sure there are things 
he saw and experienced that he 
never could have dreamed were 

possible in his lifetime, and some 
things he wished he could unsee, 
but he took in all in stride as life 
continued to school him and he 
grew more into himself.  
 Dad has a way with words. The 

way he says things either leaves 
you thinking or makes you gig-
gle. His life has been lived with 
an innate goodness, kindness, 
and common sense. In his 
ninety-five years, he went from 

the plantation cotton fields of the 
Jim Crow South to the uprising 
and revelations of the Civil 
Rights movement and desegre-
gation, to seeing the splendor of 
the vast Alaskan wilderness. Dad 
has cruised the deep blue waters 
of the Caribbean, observed the 
polluted skies of Beijing and the 
magnificent Great Wall of China, 
marveled at the sculpture of 
David in Florence and the Pieta 
in Rome and relaxed on the 
warm beaches and poolsides of 
Southern California. He toured 
our Capitol Building in Washing-

ton D.C. and enjoyed a dinner 
cruise on the Potomac River. He 
took us kids on a road trip to Dis-
neyworld. When I saw how 
beautifully clean and sparkly lit 
it was, I asked Daddy, “Is this 
what heaven would look like?” 
 Finally, he bore witness to Ba-
rack Obama becoming the first 
African-American President of 
the United States. Dad pro-
claimed, “Never thought I’d see 
the day!” But he did and it was a 
monumental moment for him to 
witness. 
 
 He has seen the best and worst 
of times and of people, the sea-
sons of change in what American 
felt like then and now, that’s for 
sure. Somehow, he came through 
all of that with a soft, kind heart, 
and a genuine love for all people. 
 Some men will amass large bank 
accounts and portfolios, acquire 
real estate and land properties in 
their lives. Others will be famous 
for their talents, entrepreneurial 
skills, or inheritances that makes 
them wealthy. Dad always 
thought that success was good 
but that it was far more important 
to be significant. He never be-
lieved that material success alone 
or a fat bank account is what 
made a man rich. “Rich is some-
thing you feel deep in your soul 
and it ain’t got nothin’ to do with 

money,” he said. “It’s your con-
nection to God, doing good in 
the world, making a difference in 
people’s lives and to love your 
family. If those things line up, 
ain’t no dollar amount in the 
world give you that kind of 
wealth or peace.” He would add, 
“From a time where people lived 
off the land and worked hard 
long days on plantation farms to 
this time of smartphones and 
computers, times have changed 
but some things remain the same. 
Things like the way we love, the 
way we live, and how we treat 
one ‘nother. I look at it all as a 
great journey, sometimes like a 
wild ride, other times like a slow-
movin’ river. But as the old folks 
say, I wouldn’t take nothin’ for 
my journey now.” 
 
 Even learning and seeing that he 
had no name on that birth certif-
icate didn’t faze him one bit. He 
knew he was Green, Green Whi-
taker Sr., and that he was loved; 
that he was the expression of the 
love of his family, and a beloved 
child of God. No piece of paper 
was needed for that. Like the 
way my dad felt about his father, 
that Boy Whitaker grew to be a 
man who would be my daddy, 
the greatest man I have ever 
known. 

Book excerpt from Nita Whitaker’s book ‘When Your Hand is in 
The Lion’s Mouth: The Life and Wisdom of a Man Named Green’

 In his ninety-five years, he 
went from the plantation cot-
ton fields of the Jim Crow 
South to the uprising and rev-
elations of the Civil Rights 
movement and desegregation, 
to seeing the splendor of the 
vast Alaskan wilderness. Dad 
has cruised the deep blue 
waters of the Caribbean, ob-
served the polluted skies of 
Beijing and the magnificent 
Great Wall of China, mar-
veled at the sculpture of 
David in Florence and the 
Pieta in Rome and relaxed on 
the warm beaches and pool-
sides of Southern California.

Nita Whitaker salutes 96-year-old father in memoir ... from front page
stances or the way we were 
raised; we are not defined by 
what happened to us; and with 
grit, humor, and faith, we can all 
travel together through this mi-
raculous thing called life 
• How the wisdom my father 
taught gave me the confidence to 
stand on stages with music greats 
and to work with David Foster on 
the original demos for Whitney 
Houston 
• What we can learn from our 
elders and their coming of age in 
a different time 
• Unpolished gems of wisdom 
from my father: How to have 
better values, be more kind, lov-
ing and honest to foster a life of 
riches not measured in dollars but 
in sense and in peace.  

• For Two or Two Thousand: 
Why it’s always important to do 
your best, even when no one is 
watching. 
  
Nita Whitaker is a former ICU 
registered nurse-turned Miss 

Louisiana, an accomplished 
singer, and award-winning ac-
tress and author. A favorite singer 
of legendary producer David 
Foster, Whitaker has sung with 
some of the most famous voices 
of our time. She sang the original 
demos for Whitney Houston’s 
standards, “I Will Always Love 
You,” “I Have Nothing,” and “I 
Look to You” working with pro-
ducers David Foster and Walter 
Nelson Jr.  Having toured with 
Andrea’ Bocelli as a guest duet 
artist, as well a featured vocalist 
on tour with jazz trumpeter Chris 
Botti, Whitaker has performed 
with some of the great singers of 
our time including Michael Bol-
ton, Lionel Ritchie, Yolanda 

Adams, Patti LaBelle, Barbra 
Streisand, Patti Austin, Josh Gro-
ban, and Michael Bublé. Whi-
taker’s first independently 
published memoir, Finding My 
Voice: My Journey through Grief 
to Grace, won the Indie Discov-
ery Book Award (Aging/Death 
and Dying) and two National 
Indie Excellence Book Awards 
in the Grief and Memoir Cate-
gories.  
 Born in Shreveport, LA, she 
champions literacy through her 
501c3 non-profit In A World 
With Books (www.inaworld-
withbooks.org) which has put 
18,500 new books in the hands 
of underserved children and 
counting. 

Gov. DeSantis signs ‘involved fatherhood’ bill ...  from front page
Dungy, Former Head Coach, 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers. “This 
bill is so important. I want to 
thank all of the men and women 
that have been behind this. It is 
going to allow groups like All 
Pro Dad and people like those 
here today to do great things for 
our fathers here in Florida.” 
  
“I truly believe that education is 
the solution to many of the issues 
that we face in society,” said 
Glen Gilzean, President and 
CEO, Central Florida Urban 
League. “Education comes in 
many forms and empowering our 

fathers with the knowledge they 
need to better themselves helps 
the community as a whole.” 
  
One of HB 7065’s main pro-
visions is supporting and cre-
ating mentorship programs at 
DJJ for at-risk youth. For many 
of these youth, their mentor may 
be the closest thing they have to 
a father. DJJ also hosts and sup-
ports programs for involved fa-
therhood, including barbershop 
talks and fatherhood classes. 
  
“I would like to thank Governor 
DeSantis and the Florida Legis-

lature for their efforts to better 
support Florida’s fathers and to 
strengthen the role they play in 
their children’s lives,” said DJJ 
Secretary Eric Hall. “A support-
ive and committed family can 
help change the trajectory of a 

child’s life, and DJJ looks for-
ward to working with our part-
ners to help even more Florida 
fathers become stronger parents 
and role models.” 
 
  At DCF, the bill will provide a 
wide spectrum of family support. 
DCF will create a statewide 
awareness campaign to call atten-
tion to the importance of respon-
sible fatherhood, and to equip 
fathers with resources to stay en-
gaged in their children’s lives. 
DCF will also support nonprofit 
organizations that use evidence-
based parenting education to help 
fathers stay engaged and connect 
with their children, and support 
case managers who will help 

fathers find employment, transi-
tion from incarceration and man-
age their obligations. 
 
  “Our Department is very excited 
about this new fatherhood initia-
tive, and we are so grateful for 
the Governor and Legislature’s 
leadership in providing funding 
that strengthens families through 
responsible parenting,” said DCF 
Secretary Shevaun Harris. 
“Studies have shown that when 
fathers are involved in their chil-
dren’s lives, there are undeniable 
benefits – children are statisti-
cally less likely be abused or neg-
lected, and they have fewer 
behavioral and psychological 
problems. The Department of 

Children and Families is laser-
focused on preventing adverse 
outcomes for children, so having 
the opportunity to work on this 
initiative is truly an honor.”  

“This is a crisis in America, 
today,” said Jack Brewer, 
Founder and Executive Di-
rector, The Jack Brewer 
Foundation. “Governor De-
Santis is setting an example 
the entire country needs to 
follow. With bills like this and 
leaders like the men here be-
hind me, we can change this 
nation.”
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Nita Whitaker is a former 
ICU registered nurse-turned 
Miss Louisiana, an accom-
plished singer, and award-
winning actress and author. A 
favorite singer of legendary 
producer David Foster, Whi-
taker has sung with some of 
the most famous voices of our 
time. She sang the original 
demos for Whitney Houston’s 
standards...


